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Biola University President Clyde Cook cuts the ribbon for
Biola' s new Library Resource Center.

Biola opens library
for the 21st century
By Sue Sailhamer
LA MIRADA-In the stillness of a
cool Oct. 5 morning nearly 4,000 sh1dents, faculty,staff, alumni and friends
gathered on Metzger Lawn for the
dedication ceremony of the Biola
University's new Library Resource
Center.
With a $16.1 million budget, the
library project is the most costly undertaking in the93-year history of the
university. Yet it is one that has lifted
people's hearts and souls.
The three-story yellow brick and
glass building peeked out from behind a canopy of camphor trees lining
the adjacent walkway. Scaffolding, a
temporary remnant of the construction phase, remained on a central
tower. Full of windows, the tower lets
light in during the day and shines it
out at ~ight. Prominently displayed
above two sets of double glass entrydoors are the words of Jesus, "I am
the light of the World."
In his remarks at the ceremony,
University PresidentClydeCook characterized the library as the engine
room of the university.
"T~is is the building that brings
knowledge from around the world
to make it possible for our students
to develop in wisdom and maturity," he said. "Our faculty and staff
, will have the resources they need to
help equip our students in mind
and character to impact the world
for the Lord Jesus Christ."
In addition to Cook's address, the
dedication ceremony included music
\Vritten especially for the occasion
presented by Biola'sChoraleandSymphonic Winds, and Scripture reading
by a student. The hourlong event concluded with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and the library doors opened
for self-guid~d tours.
Ken Bascom, director of Facilities
Plann.ing and Construction for Biola,
guided all phases of the project.
"The task of defining what a library
should be in the 21st century was a big .
challenge," he said.
The endeavor involved faculty, students and staff. As part of the design
process, Bascon1 led a group of university planne on a special five-day trip
to visit 17 acclaimed libraries. The planners then incorporated what they considered to be the best ele1nents into the
Library Resource Center blueprints.
lt's no surprise that inforn1alion
technology is a major component of
the ne,v facility. The 98,000 square
foot building contains 950 study stations, 800 of which are 1vvired for
Internet and electrical connections.
The ne'A1 library also offers wirele s
network connections, video
conferencing capa bHi ties and satellite
hookups. It contains 20 multimedia
station for CD, DVD and VDR use.

An outdoor study terrace provides a
view of the surrounding campus as
well as the tower of Knott' s Berry
Farm's Supreme Scream thrill ride
several miles away.
But Bascom emphasized that there
is more to a university library than
technological capability.
"There is no place where you can
get everything online," he remarked
as he answered the charge that the
Internet has replaced the need for libraries.
"Books written in the last 75 years
are under copyright and are not
online" he said. "The library is more
than a warehouse of information. It is
where the community comes together
to get resources."
Bascom underscored the success of
bookstores like Borders.
"People aren't ready to give up the
printed page/' he concluded. "People
still need information professionals
to help them find things."
With the new facility, Biola'slibrary
materials will no longer be housed in
four separate campus buildings. The
Library Resource Center offers triple
the space of its predecessor, Rose Library, built for just over $190,000
when the school relocated to La
Mirada in 1959.
"Residence halls have become a
harder and harder place to study,"
Bascom admitted as he continued to
articulate ways the new facility will
improve the quality of life for Biola
students.
This feature of can1pus life is particularly gern1ane at Biola \vhere temporary student housing and overcrowded dorms buy time for the
school to provide additional living
space. The Library Resource Center
meets a crucial need for students by
providing a place to study.
The surrounding community may
also n1ake use of the new ]ibrary facility.
"We have an open door policy/'
said Dean of Library and Media Services, Rod Vliet, who worked alongside Bascon1 throughou t the project.
"Anvone can use anvthing available,
,~.rith the exception of reserved and
assigned readings."
A courtesy card n1ust be purchased
in order to check out materials but is
not necessary for con1puter use. The
cost is $50 per year; $25 per year for
n1inistry professiondls. Menibers of
the Biola Alun1ni Association receive
library privileges with membership.
Located on the campus of Biola
University at 13800 Bio la Ave. in Lc1
Mirada, the Library Resource Center
is open 7:30 a.n1. lo midnight Monday
-Thursday; 7:30 a.n1. to 6 p.m. Friday;
noon to 6 p.m. Saturday and 8 p.1n. to
midnight Sund, y. For more information ca1l the Library Resource Center
at (626) 903-4834.
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